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THE CANNON

Developing an Innovation
Strategy for Fort Bend County

Findings and Recommendations




Entrepreneurial hubs

Geographies of innovation are emerging across the country T business
cluster theory applied to new business creation

Bost on, New York City, Austi n, San Fran
dense concentrations of startup and small business activity, aligning
partners and programs with physical environments

But for regions for whom this has not occurred organically, they can be
architected. Communities are increasingly developing centralized hubs to
act as epicenters of innovative business creation and growth

o



Thriving entrepreneurial communities : The Rise
of The Rest

Successful entrepreneurial communities are
popping up in cities all over the country, in
regions not previously known to be hubs of
startup and innovation activity

| Alignment of mentors, investors, universities,

entrepreneurs, local business, etc., that organize to
form a startup hotbed that benefits all players
involved

Cincinnati | Boulder

These entities create an innovation ecosystem, a
geographic concentration of resources that
gravitate around a community epicenter
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Charlotte | Pittsburgh |
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We develop environments for startups and
small businesses

Service

Providers
In The Cannon, companies are surrounded
by an entire ecosystem of support, by all the

. _ o .
value-adding resources they need to thrive orporations Programs

Companies

We curate programmatically-rich
communities with classes, speakers, pitch

nights, hackathons, demo days, etc. Investor
Groups

ol



AThe Waiting RoO0mMO

20, 000 square fe:
enougho

18 months of growth into a
community of over 250
entrepreneurs ready to graduate
iInto The Big Guy
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120,000 square foot pipeline
manufacturing warehouse that we have
developed into one of the largest startup
hubs in the world, replete with hundreds
i — | of offices and desks, a two-story library,
D movie theater, event space, lounge,

N kitchen, wellness room, etc.

It is now the home to hundreds of
companies in Houston
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The Founders District

The building will anchor a 32-acre campus that will surround
entrepreneurs with dining, retail, entertainment, and housing
amenities
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The Cannon Post Oak

10,000 square feet opened early
2019

~50 companies
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